Short-chain fatty acids and encephalopathy of Reye's syndrome.
Plasma levels of six short-chain fatty acids (SCFA) were measured in 23 Reye's syndrome patients. In sequential measurements, only propionic acid correlated closely with neurologic severity. Although admission SCFA levels were slightly elevated, there were no significant differences between patients grouped by severity of encephalopathy. Admission SCFA did not predict neurologic outcome; also, they correlated poorly with admission blood ammonia, amino acid nitrogen, and lactate.